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Questions for Tehillim Perek N7D:

1. Radak suggests two options as to what is the topic of this Psalm. According to
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3

one view, it is a prayer of King David for himself and his monarchy. According to a
second view, it is a prayer of the Jewish people when they are in exile. According
to the first view, the king in pasuk 7, “Add days to the days of the king”, is David,
who calls himself “the king”. According to the second view, the king there is the
Mashiach, who redeems the Jews from exile. Which of the two options seems
more likely to you within the greater context of the Psalm?

There is a linguistic phenomenon in Tanach that sometimes someone prays to
Hashem in the past tense, when the intention is for the future. For example,
Yona in the belly of the fish prays, “From the belly of Sheol | cried out, and You
heard my voice” (Yona 2:3, and see Daat Hamikra there), where one can
understand that his intention is for the future, “May you hear my voice”.
According to Daat Hamikra, in our Psalm as well we find this linguistic
phenomenon, in pasuk 4 when the Psalmist says, “For You were a protector for
me”, and in pasuk 6, “You heard my vows, You gave those who fear Your name
their heritage”, when the intention is not for the past but a prayer for the future.
Most of the commentators of Mikraot Gedolot, however, disagree and read
these verses as referring to the past. Which opinion seems more likely to you?
What does the Hebrew word “man” mean in pasuk 8? From where is the word

derived?
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We would like to thank Rabbi Mark Smilowitz for preparing this week’s questions.
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Articles — 0NN

http://www.daat.ac.il/he-
il/tanach/iyunim/ktuvim/tehilim/prakim/%d7%9e%d7%a7%d7%a6%d7%94-
%d7%94%d7%90%d7%a8%d7%a5-%d7%90%d7%9c%d7%99%d7%9a-
%d7%90%d7%a7%d7%a8%d7%90.htm

Questions — y9y7 MONVY

http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/dapey/dapim.asp?text1=26

http://www.daat.ac.il/he-il/tanach/iyunim/ktuvim/tehilim/all-book/shelot-leiyun-
tehilim.htm

Shiurim — oMWY

https://www.ou.org/torah/nach/nach-yomi/psalms chapter 61/
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This section will contain names of ©*Yn. Please send an email no later than Tuesday
to Yehoshua.Blank@gmail.com, to add a name to that week’s shiur.
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